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His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami:
oḿnamo bhagavate vāsudevāya
oḿnamo bhagavate vāsudevāya
oḿnamo bhagavate vāsudevāya
TEXT 1.2.1
vyāsa uvāca
iti sampraśnasaṁhṛṣṭo
viprāṇāṁ raumaharṣaṇiḥ
pratipūjya vacas teṣāṁ
pravaktum upacakrame
vyāsaḥ uvāca – Vyāsa said; iti – thus; sampraśna – perfect inquiries; saṁhṛṣṭaḥ – perfectly satisfied; viprāṇām – of the sages there;
raumaharṣaṇiḥ – the son of Romaharṣaṇa, namely Ugraśravā; pratipūjya – after thanking them; vacaḥ – words; teṣām – their; pravaktum – to
reply to them; upacakrame – attempted.
TRANSLATION
Ugraśravā [Sūta Gosvāmī], the son of Romaharṣaṇa, being fully satisfied by the perfect questions of the brāhmaṇas, thanked them and thus
attempted to reply.
PURPORT
The sages of Naimiṣāraṇya asked Sūta Gosvāmī six questions, and so he is answering them one by one.
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: This is a beautiful verse which begins with the dilemma of Vyāsadeva himself. Vyāsadeva is
writing. The sages of Naimisaranya ask six questions and Sūta Gosvāmī the son of Romaharshana is answering. Sūta Gosvāmī was present,
Vyāsadeva was present when Śukadeva Gosvāmī spoke Śrīmad Bhāgavatam to Parikshit Mahārāja. Vyāsadeva is recompiling Śrīmad
Bhāgavatam. Sūta Gosvāmī starts from Vyāsadeva. It is about the same substance but different personalities speaking. The junior speaks of
senior and the senior speaks of the junior. You can go round and round but you will never get lost.
TEXT 1.2.2
sūta uvāca
yaṁ pravrajantam anupetam apetakṛtyaṁ
dvaipāyano virahakātara ājuhāva
putreti tanmayatayā taravo ’bhinedus
taṁ sarvabhūtahṛdayaṁ munim ānato ’smi
sūtaḥ – Sūta Gosvāmī; uvāca – said; yam – whom; pravrajantam – while going away for the renounced order of life;“anupetam – without being
reformed by the sacred thread; apeta – not undergoing ceremonies; kṛtyam – prescribed duties; dvaipāyanaḥ – Vyāsadeva; viraha – separation;
kātaraḥ – being afraid of; ājuhāva – exclaimed; putra iti – O my son; tatmayatayā – being absorbed in that way; taravaḥ – all the trees; abhineduḥ
– responded; tam – unto him; sarva – all; bhūta – living entities; hṛdayam – heart; munim – sage; ānataḥ asmi – offer obeisances.
TRANSLATION
Śrīla Sūta Gosvāmī said: Let me offer my respectful obeisances unto that great sage [Śukadeva Gosvāmī] who can enter the hearts of all. When
he went away to take up the renounced order of life [sannyāsa], leaving home without undergoing reformation by the sacred thread or the
ceremonies observed by the higher castes, his father, Vyāsadeva, fearing separation from him, cried out, “O my son!” Indeed, only the trees,
which were absorbed in the same feelings of separation, echoed in response to the begrieved father.
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: So Sūta Gosvāmī is answering. He pays respects to whom ? The situation is very very correct.
He says, let me offer my respectful obeisances to the great sage Śukadeva Gosvāmī , who can enter the hearts of all.Sūta Gosvāmī is offering
respects to Śukadeva Gosvāmī because he heard Śrīmad Bhāgavatam directly from him. Śukadeva Gosvāmī heard from his father. How this
paramparā is coming down to Sūta Gosvāmī is the main essence of this verse. Why did he become so much qualified to speak Śrīmad
Bhāgavatam that even Vyāsadeva who is the grand spiritual master of Sūta Gosvāmī , the father of Sukhdev , is recompiling the Śrīmad
Bhāgavatam. This is a very important point. Here it is explained and Prabhupāda will touch every subject. He explained that Śukadeva Gosvāmī
stayed in his mother s womb for 18 years and would not come out. He would not come out. It will be explained in the later verses that only when
Lord Kṛṣṇa came and reassured him by speaking directly while he was in the womb that he agreed to come out. Kṛṣṇa said ,"you will not be
affected by māyā ". Kṛṣṇa left and then Śukadeva Gosvāmī came out of his mothers womb. He started running as soon as he came out because
he could not see Kṛṣṇa. He could not see Kṛṣṇa and he continued to run. Vyāsadeva , because he was his father and he was in
gṛhasthaāśrama, was very attached to his son. He cried " My son ! My son !" But Śukadeva Gosvāmī did not stop and ran off. So eventually what
attracted him and what made him stop? That is also the mystery. Vyāsadeva out of separation seeing that his son was not stopping , spoke the

words describing the beautiful form of The Lord. That was the only thing that entered into Śukadeva Gosvāmī's ears and he stopped. He came
back and said " Father tell me more ". So this is how the paramparā is going to begin, back and forth,back and forth.
The institution of varṇa and āśrama prescribes many regulative duties to be observed by its followers. Such duties rejoin that a
candidate willing to study the Vedas must approach a bona fide spiritual master and request acceptance as his disciple. The
sacred thread is the sign of those who are competent to study Vedas from the ācārya, or the bona fide spiritual master. Śrīla
Śukadeva Gosvāmī did not have to undergo such purificatory processes because he was a liberated soul from his very birth.
 (Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport)
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: Why do we wear the brāhmaṇa thread ? The reason is explained herewith. There are the
regulative duties to enter into the second initiation where we will be qualified to study the Vedas and where we simply depend upon chanting the
Hare Kṛṣṇa mahāmantra which is the conclusion of all the Vedas. But now we have been given a challenge to verify it.One has to study properly
from a bona fide spiritual master via the second initiation. We must receive the Brahmā Gāyatrī because it is speaking about the Absolute Truth
and we cannot defy the Vedas,we cannot interpret the Vedas. We cannot. And such a strict bonafide disciplic succession is important. Śrīla
Śukadeva Gosvāmī did not have to undergo such purificatory process because he was a liberated soul right from birth. That’s why he did not
want to come out of his mother’s womb. He did not want to get entered into māyā.He knew that he has to take birth in a householder home.
The four Kumāras were manasā putra of Brahmā. Brāhma did not have a wife at that time and therefore Brahmā was not considered to
be a gṛhasthagh he is the oldest prajāpatis. Brahmā has the ability to conceive children simply by contemplation and meditation and the four
liberated Kumāras , caturaḥ Kumāras , were begotten. Can you imagine the strength of the spiritual conception. They got purely liberated
because they were on a spiritual platform. All the four Kumāras are on spiritual platform. Lord. Brahmā was totally into pure spiritual conception
in the beginning but gradually he has to come down to the material platform where there was a problem. Conceiving a child whether liberated or
non liberated creates dissatisfaction to the father specially. When caturaḥ Kumāras denied Brahmā that they will not become prajāpatis then
Brahmā realised that right from the very beginning there is opposition and out of anger Rudra came out of his forehead.
The Rudras are ferocious and they came crying. Rudras said to Brahmā , " father, father, I cannot wait. Just give me my place and tell
me what to do. " that was a completely different tone. There was no exchange of parental affection between Brahmā and these manasā putras.
So Brahmā said , " ok , you become the prajāpatis, that's an order." Rudras then expanded into eleven Rudras and then had their own progeny.
Meanwhile Brahmā thought, "Let me recreate others" through the mind and through the limbs he started generating. That was the contemplation
for Brahmā and powerful. So all seven ṛṣīs came out and they were told to become prajāpatis. They were increasing their population again by
mental conception. Mental conception is in tune with Kṛṣṇa consciousness when such powerful personalities would be begotten.
But gradually there is a fight between the manasā putras progeny and the Rudras progeny. The Rudras was terrible. They were killing each
other.
Brahmā then realised that he was supposed to be a prajāpatis but they were all fighting and killing each other so how was he
supposed to increase the population. Then he thought of producing Manu and Satrupa together so that by intercourse they will beget children.
Therefore mānavas especially are the Manus and they will be ruled by Manus. There are fourteen manus in the day of Brahmā and we are in the
seventh Manu's reign, Vaivasvata Manu.There fourteen Manus in a day of Brahmā so you can divide the kalpa into fourteen. We are in the
seventh Manu means that we have just crossed over Brahmā's middle age and enter into his down. So Brahmā has white beard and everything
because he is becoming old. Our Brahmā has not a single black hair on his body. Can you imagine this biggest prajāpati. How long can you
keep your hair black? So Śukadeva Gosvāmīa ran away. He did not go under any purificatory processes, he was of the higher caste and
brāhmaṇa and he was liberated. There is no need for him.
On the other hand , Vyāsadeva was a householder , he has to perform these purificatory process. Even though Vyāsadeva is begetting
in Satyavati Śukadeva Gosvāmī, such a powerful personality and a pure devotee, they were afflicted by material conception. The three modes of
material nature was inflicting them even so what to speak of us, when they have problems. But the process is perfect. The way they are keeping
themselves aloof from māyā is the same process we have to accept and it is available. Let's see further
"Generally, a man is born as an ordinary being, and by the purificatory processes he is born for the second time. When he
sees a new light and seeks direction for spiritual progress, he approaches a spiritual master for instruction in the Vedas. The
spiritual master accepts only the sincere inquirer as his disciple and gives him the sacred thread. In this way a man becomes
twiceborn, or a dvija"
 (Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport)
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: Even kṣatriyas and vaiśyas are allowed to be twice born. But they do not act like twice born. They
have no knowledge of the Vedas. They simply think that they are authorised to wear the sacred thread and that is why you can purchase a two
rupee thread and wear it. That is not the method.
"After qualifying as a dvija one may study the Vedas, and after becoming well versed in the Vedas one becomes a vipra. A vipra,
or a qualified brāhmaṇa, thus realizes the Absolute and makes further progress in spiritual life until he reaches the Vaiṣṇava

stage"
 (Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport)
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: Dvija and vipra. Vipra means a learned brāhmaṇa. This means that he will know so many things
in the Vedas but he is himself can be entrapped in the flowery language of the Vedas and accept a particular notion. Some become only
astrologers, some become only a Paṇḍita to perform certain sacrifices. But that is not what the word Paṇḍita means. A very learned brāhmaṇa
is called a Paṇḍita just like a vipra.
"The Vaiṣṇava stage is the postgraduate status of a brāhmaṇa. A progressive brāhmaṇa must necessarily become a
Vaiṣṇava, for a Vaiṣṇava is a selfrealized, learned brāhmaṇa.
 (Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport)

His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: Prabhupāda made us Vaiṣṇavas. Haridāsa Ṭhākura was a Muslim as well as illiterate. His
definition for a Vaiṣṇava is , anybody who utters the name of Kṛṣṇa once is a Vaiṣṇava and we should not offend him because the word Kṛṣṇa or
Viṣṇu has already entered the heart and is going to be cleansing him eventually. Without the seed of the holy name in Kaliyuga nobody can
become a Vaiṣṇava. So previously the system of becoming a brāhmaṇa was a necessary qualification and brāhmaṇa thread was given to three
castes. In Satyayuga meditation was there so only brāhmaṇical people were able to get the brāhmaṇa thread.
In Tetrayuga kṣatriyas were added, when Rāmacandra was there and he underwent the brāhmaṇa thread ceremony with Viśvāmitra
Muni. In Dvaparayuga even vaiśyas were qualified. Lord Kṛṣṇa went to Sandipani Muni and he got the brāhmaṇa thread there. He went as a
vaiśya but nonetheless. śūdras are not qualified at all. There were śūdras in Satyayuga also, there were śūdras in Tretayuga also and there
were śūdras in Dvaparayuga also. But in Kaliyuga everybody is a śūdra and no incarnation will come as a schedule. There are no scheduled
incarnations in Kaliyuga. Only unscheduled special incarnations. They will come in such a disguise that they will never claim themselves to be
God and nobody will know that he is the personality who has been empowered. And thus there is a forecasting that who is going to appear and
how will He appear.
So Lord Buddha has been forecasted, Caitanya Mahāprabhu has been forecasted. Even Cāṇakya and Candra Gupta, both were also
forecasted in Śrīmad Bhāgavatam. Then other Puranas also said about Jesus Christ and prophet Muhammad also. Then the other category
was empowered personalities and they were conspicuously forecasted. Just like Caitanya Mahāprabhu said about Prabhupāda that a senapati
will come and he will be spreading the holy name throughout the world.
So what is the qualification needed. Prabhupāda said that in Kaliyuga brāhmaṇical qualification has to be acquired by quality and work,
otherwise not.
So should we remain dependent upon the brāhmaṇa thread ceremony. We cannot depend upon it because it will not necessarily give
the education. In Kaliyuga who receives the Vedic education through the brāhmaṇa thread ceremony ? It has become only a custom , a
rudimentary custom. I was given brāhmaṇical thread at seven years of age. Prabhupāda told everybody to get second initiation. Everybody
objected, even though they had not studied the Vedas. Although we have studied the Vedas and the conclusive aspect but the birthright is more
important. This is the first and foremost disqualification in Kaliyuga. Never imitate. If you do not work like a brāhmaṇa don't cultivate the culture
of a brāhmaṇa , why then are we so much puffed up to call ourselves brāhmaṇa?
So in the first canto, such people who are born in brāhmaṇical family, their parents maybe brāhmaṇas but because he is not , therefore
he is called brahmabandhuḥ or a relative of the brāhmaṇ. In Śrīmad Bhāgavatam the word brahmabandhuḥ has been utilised for such people.
They are relatives of brāhmaṇ. They themselves are not brāhmaṇas but they are relatives of brāhmaṇas. A very specific terminology has been
utilised.
A Vaiṣṇava is a self realised brāhmaṇa. It means a Vaiṣṇava has already entered by uttering the holy name and the necessary
qualification to become the devotee of the Lord. And a devotee will have all the access to become brāhmaṇa. So therefore even though we are
coming from Kaliyuga, disqualified birth right and we are entering into the brāhmaṇical practice. He is studious in Vedic study, he teaches
others, he performs fire sacrifice, and he performs on behalf of other the fire sacrifice, he accepts charity and gives charity. So these are the six
karmas for brāhmaṇas but how to cultivate other qualifications Kṛṣṇa described in Bhagavadgita 18.42:
śamo damas tapaḥ śaucaṁ
kṣāntir ārjavam eva ca
jñānaṁ vijñānam āstikyaṁ
brahmakarma svabhāvajam
śamaḥ – peacefulness; damaḥ – selfcontrol; tapaḥ – austerity; śaucam – purity; kṣāntiḥ – tolerance; ārjavam – honesty; eva – certainly; ca –
and; jñānam – knowledge; vijñānam – wisdom; āstikyam – religiousness; brahma – of a brāhmaṇa; karma – duty; svabhāvajam – born of his
own nature.

TRANSLATION
Peacefulness, selfcontrol, austerity, purity, tolerance, honesty, knowledge, wisdom and religiousness – these are the natural qualities by which
the brāhmaṇas work.
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: So in Kaliyuga who has got this qualifications, but it should be cultivated under a bonafide
spiritual master. So the whole idea is the general disqualification by birth right. Kṛṣṇa says that taking birth in brāhmaṇa families, is meant for
bringing up a higher status of existence, śucīnām (BG 6.41). [An] unsuccessful devotee if he leaves the body than there should not be any
lamentation for him because Kṛṣṇa has arranged him to take a higher birth in a brāhmaṇa family or opulent family. So that is the guarantee. It
means that if the brāhmaṇical family is really following the brāhmaṇical vows, elevating themselves to higher consciousness than such a birth
becomes very conducive for him to become a become a devotee right from the beginning. So naturally those who are undergone the
brāhmaṇical training in our movement, are devotees coming to finish their former sadhana which has been interrupted by death. They will pick
up from wherever they have left and not from zero. They can easily take advantage. So this is the kind of hope Śrīla Prabhupāda had even in our
second and third generation and it will be done.
Śrīla Śukadeva Gosvāmī was a Vaiṣṇava from the beginning; therefore, there was no need for him to undergo all the
processes of the varṇāśrama institution. Ultimately the aim of varṇāśramadharma is to turn a crude man into a pure devotee
of The Lord “Vaiṣṇava, and, therefore, brahminism was included in him. He did not have to undergo any ceremonies. Any
lowborn person – be he a Kirāta, Hūṇa, Āndhra, Pulinda, Pulkaśa, Ābhīra, Śumbha, Yavana, Khasa or even lower – can be
delivered to the highest transcendental position by the mercy of Vaiṣṇavas. Śrīla Śukadeva Gosvāmī was the spiritual master of
Śrī Sūta Gosvāmī, who therefore offers his respectful obeisances unto Śrīla Śukadeva Gosvāmī before he begins his answers
to the questions of the sages at Naimiṣāraṇya.”
 (Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport)
His Holiness Vedavyāsapriya Swami: So what does it mean when we say that our teachings are not based on discrimination by colour,
creed, gender or nationality? That is because in Kaliyuga everybody is in the same position of śūdras or lower than the śūdras. The brāhmaṇas
who are not practicing brāhmaṇas, try to defend on the grounds of birthright.
Even Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Mahārāja had to confront this principle. A big brāhmaṇa samaj was after him. His father, who was a
magistrate was chosen to deliver the address. They invited him but in his place he sent his son Bhaktisiddhanta Saraswati Mahārāja. He was
told to give them some encouragement. Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Ṭhākura started by glorification of the brāhmaṇas and everybody became
very enthusiastic but eventually he brought them to the point that every brāhmaṇa,has to utter the holy name to become a Vaiṣṇava. He gave
them enough doors of encouragement that they should not artificially call themselves higher than Vaiṣṇavas rather these qualifications will
essentially take them to vaiṣṇavism.
What kind of a brāhmaṇa is one who is an atheist? When they act and do not acknowledge the supremacy of Kṛṣṇa, they will be
completely devastated. Simply by argument they will not win. They will have to come to the point of realisation. Brāhmaṇas are coming from the
social milieu. They not exclusive. They have to achieve some qualifications under the care of a qualified spiritual master. And they must take
initiation from a pure Vaiṣṇava. Brāhmaṇas are supposed to be taking initiation from a pure a Vaiṣṇava. It is not that they have the second thread.
Actual meaning of learning would be after one is established in his eternal occupation by chanting Hare Krsna, then he will perform the
occupation just to maintain their body and soul together. So that brāhmaṇical occupation will be important but why should the cart be put before
the horse. The cart is not going to drag the horse, the horse is going to drag the cart, so first come first.
Unless and until and of course, if you first bring the cart then the horse might run away but bring the horse before the cart and correct
the situation.he motivating factor? It is the spiritual life. This is the most motivating factor because this spirit is responsible to animate the body.
The body animation in a brāhmaṇical qualification or a vaiśya or a śūdra or kṣatriyas qualification, the animation is done by the spirit soul.
So Vaiṣṇava will be the best to animate the body rather than a brāhmaṇa or a kṣatriya or śūdra. But Prabhupāda said this is the arrangement of
the daivī varṇāśrama system and that is my 50% work left undone? So it depends upon his devotees to establish but they are also starting in a
little wrong way.
Everybody is thinking that we should teach them occupation of the varṇa and āśrama. Why do you have to teach them when they have
already established themselves in a particular varṇa and āśrama by accepting the kinds of work by the three modes of material nature,
cāturvarṇyaṁ mayā sṛṣṭaṁ guṇa (BG 4.13). Guṇa and karma. These are the two qualifying factors to cast one into any of the four orders or
status of life. So some people are conducting seminars for kṣatriyas so martial arts is being promoted. They have already started such
conferences about two years back. We do not need the things the other way around. There are already more passionate people who want to be
or are by nature kṣatriyas and administrators. There are many kṣatriyas and administrators are there but others are brāhmaṇical in nature. They
hate the politics. Rather than they have to guide the people who are entrapped in the politics how to come out of politics. They do not to
encourage politics. Cāṇakya is warning. And he does not want politics. He was a Vaiṣṇava. But he was the chief secretary to guide
Candragupta.They were the Gupta dynasty.

Prabhupāda said when a Vaiṣṇava is uttamaadhikārī he can deliver even the lower castes, not only the upper four castes, he can deliver the
lower caste Kirāta, Hūṇa, Āndhra, Pulinda, Pulkaśa, Ābhīra, Śumbha, Yavana, Khasa or even lower. Śukadeva Gosvāmī says , I offer my
respectful obeisances to the transcendental personality Lord Viṣṇu whose influence can even deliver the lower castes. Kirāta, ( aborigines )
Hūṇa,( Mongolian tribes )Āndhra, Pulinda, Pulkaśa, Ābhīra, Śumbha, Yavana, Khasa or even lower – can be delivered (SB 2.4.18). Śukadeva
Gosvāmī, in the second canto, says: Any low born low person can be delivered to the highest transcendental platform by the mercy of the
Vaiṣṇavas ( Śrīmad Bhāgavatam 1.2.2 Purport). So that is the order of Śrīla Prabhupāda. We have to spread all over. Anybody from any region
can get the mercy.

